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PeRsONNEL AND JUN 15 2007

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
SUBJECT: Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) Instructor Certification

This directive-type memorandum establishes policy and provides guidance on the
certification of retired officers and noncommissioned officers as JROTC instructors.

In 2001, the "No Child Left Behind" Act (NCLB) established a new definition of
"highly qualified teachers"” which caused some discussion as to how JROTC instructors
fit into the redefined standards. As a result of those discussions between the Departments
of Defense and Education, additional legislative language was proposed and included in
the 2007 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) further clarifying JROTC
instructor qualifications. Section 539 of NDAA 2007, attached, provides an outline of the
credentials required of both Senior and Non-Senior Military Instructors and levies on the
Secretaries of the Military Departments the authority to further determine the
requirements and award certification. This certification will then be equal to that
awarded by the states under NCLB for the teaching of JROTC and embedded subject
areas such as physical education, health/wellness, and civics.

In conjunction with input from the Services, we have established the following
standards for JROTC instructor base certification and subsequent recertification (every 5
years):

Senior Military Instructor (retired officer)

e Bachelor's Degree

o Completion of Service-specific JROTC Instructor Training Curriculum

e Service-specific Basic Skills Requirement

o Nationally Accredited Distance Learning courses, to include but not limited
to, Classroom Management, Learning and the Brain, Education Psychology,
and Secondary Methods

e Completion of Computer Literacy Training

o Award of Advanced Certification by the Military Department concerned
TIAW title 10, chapter 102 and these criteria

Non-Senior Military Instructor (retired noncommissioned officer)
o Associate's Degree within 5 years of employment (or from the date of this
policy letter, whichever is later)
o Same additional requirements as for Senior Instructors
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